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PISA Myths

• The U.S. cannot learn from other countries 
because the U.S. has different challenges, such as a 
high number of immigrant students.

• Other countries only send their best students 
while the US sends all students.

• We cannot compare results from the U.S. to 
results from small countries like Finland.



Percent of Population with HS Degree or Equivalent

As Others Rise to the Challenge, U.S. Advantage Drops
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Notes: 1) Excluding ISCED 3C short programmes; 2) Year of reference 2004; 3) Year of reference 2003. 4) Percent population recieviing a HS degree in each
decade is approximated by the age cohort typically recieving diplomas at that time; e.g. 1960s is approximated by the proportion of 55-64 year olds with a 
high school diploma.

Source: OECD 2008



Even in Higher Education, the World is Catching up…
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Note: 1. Net graduation rate is calculated by summing the graduation rates by single year of age in 2005.  2. Year of reference 
2004.
Source: OECD 2007



International Benchmarking Opportunities



The Economy Has Changed…Have Our Schools?

Tasks carried out by the American workforce 1960-2002
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High science performance565 565Finland565Science Performance: Counties & States
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Raising the Grade:  How High School Reform Can 
Save Our Youth and Our Nation
available at www.amazon.com, 

www.barnesandnoble.com, www.bordersstores.com, , ,
www.booksense.com, www.booksamillion.com, 

www.wiley.com


